
 

2016-2017 

ANNUAL REPORT 

 



LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

The Westside is one of the oldest communities in San Antonio and while it has retained much of its 

original charm and character, challenges remain for the people who live and reside in the communi-

ty.  The Westside Development Corporation has worked diligently, partnering with both individuals 

and businesses in the Westside to close the disparities in business, commerce and education that still 

exist here. 

 

The WDC has sponsored a number of community events from the Westside Going 

Green, an event focused on sustainability with a bike-tour of the Westside murals and 

an art drive. We are a proud new sponsor for the Fiesta San Antonio Earth Day held 

annually at the Woodlawn Lake Park.  By bringing residents together, we not only are 

enriching the community, but also making the Westside an inviting place to raise a 

family as well as a place to know your neighbors.  

 

We also helped secure $23 million to fund a new Alamo Colleges Westside Education and Training 

Center in the Edgewood community. We’ve expanded our programs with the renewed Business Cred-

it Building University and added new partnerships like UTSA and St. Mary’s. We have been able to 

provide additional grants to area businesses and were also awarded the San Antonio IMPACT award 

for our workforce and cultural arts training program, La Printeria.  

 

This year has brought new and renewed supporters of our mission. The transformation of the 

Westside and the impact your work is having on the community is readily evident and commendable. 

This couldn’t have been accomplished without your hard work and support.  Thank you! 

 

Leonard Rodriguez 

President & CEO 

 

 

 

 

 



ABOUT WESTSIDE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Westside Development Corporation (WDC), founded in 2006 by the City of San Antonio Council and 

Mayor, addresses long-term economic development concerns in the inner Westside of San Antonio, in-

cluding blight, gaps in goods and available services, high unemployment rate, and low per capita income 

for an area where 93% of the population is Hispanic and/or Latino. 
 

WDC operates solely in the Westside in the WDC Empowerment Zone, serving the most vulnerable in 

San Antonio’s communities. The WDC Empowerment Zone has a population of 103,944 that encom-

passes several neighborhoods and census tracts in a historically underserved Westside community of 

San Antonio. The Hispanic heritage and culture has a large imprint on the Westside economy. 
 

The organization is committed to implementing planning and economic development initiatives that 

protect and preserve the culture and history but also create a viable, sustainable and thriving urban 

community. Through WDC’s core small business programs and revitalization efforts we work toward our 

mission of economic stability for the Westside. 
 

WDC operates as a 501(c)(3) and city delegate agency, receiving funds from the City of San Antonio, fi-

nancial institutions, private foundations and individual donors to carry out its mission. 

 



WESTSIDE EDUCATIONAL TRAINING CENTER (WETC) 
 

In 2006, Alamo Colleges, under the leadership of Dr. Federico 

Zaragoza, Vice Chancellor of Economic and Workforce 

Development, opened the Westside Educational Training 

Center, known as the WETC.  Its purpose was to be “an avenue 

for community residents to attain entry-level occupation skills, 

to increase technical skills, or to connect to jobs or higher 

education opportunities.”  WETC operates on the campus of a 

former elementary school within the Edgewood Independent 

School District and is today a partnership between Alamo Colleges, Edgewood Independent School 

District, the City of San Antonio, Westside Development Corporation and other area community 

organizations. By offering continuing education and job skills training, WETC and its Partners are able to 

deliver community and economic assistance. 
 
 

To meet the varied needs of the community, WETC offers courses for short-term requirements such as 

workforce training or specific certifications needed for job placement as well as longer term needs such 

as college courses that are transferable to four-year institutions.  To stay competitive, the Westside 

Development Corporation conducted extensive, year-long, research on the local workforce and labor 

market demographics to provide recommendations for the WETC 2020 Strategic Plan.   From these 

findings, suggestions were made on specific 

occupational and/or technical skill trainings and 

workforce educational programming that 

employers stated were lacking within San Antonio.  
 
 

To date, the WETC has raised $23 million in grant 

funding and has enrolled more than 12,000 stu-

dents.  Future plans include a new $23 million, 

40,000 sq. ft. state of the art center. 
 
 

As the WETC continues to grow, its impact on the surrounding community will continue through its 

campus where students, old and young, can receive the training and education they need to reach their 

personal career goals, while setting an example for generations of San Antonians to follow. 

 

 

 

 



BUSINESS CREDIT BUILDING UNIVERSITY 

The Business Credit Building University (BCBU) is a financial literacy 

program designed for small businesses, sole proprietors and/or 

entrepreneurs who want to build their businesses but lack capital or 

financial know-how required for such growth.  During this 18-month 

program, participants will work with the Westside Development 

Corporation to discuss goals to create an action plan, including credit 

counseling, technical assistance, educational trainings, budget or financial management trainings and bi-

weekly meetings.  This year, the WDC has partnered with the Family Service Association (FSA) Financial 

Empowerment Centers of San Antonio for certified credit counseling for the entirety of the 

program.  At the conclusion of BCBU, successful participants will have 

improved their credit scores and have a network of grant or loan-funding 

sources and community resources to assist them with any future financial 

support or business opportunities.  

2016—2017         PROGRAMS 

GROW WEST MICRO AND SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAM 

Working closely with our partners Alamo Colleges' Westside Education and Training Center, Café Com-

merce, LiftFund, SCORE, UTSA’s Small Business Technical Center and the YWCA, we help small 

businesses achieve their goals. This is done through training and educational opportunities, technical 

assistance and financial education, and management and/or business operations. This program, through 

its partnerships, helps foster small business growth and retention in the Westside.  

          WDC LOAN PROGRAM 

This program makes business loans available for projects at or below 

market interest rates for businesses operating in low-to-moderate income 

neighborhoods in the Westside. These loans range from $15,000 to 

$150,000 and are designed to assist these companies in retaining jobs as 

well as attracting new job opportunities to further the redevelopment of 

the Westside.  

http://www.sanantoniofec.org/


BUSINESS GROWTH GRANT  

This program is designed for Westside businesses and non-profit social organizations 

that need additional funding to grow their businesses.  Qualified candidates may be 

eligible for a matching grant of up to $5,000 to be used towards generating a profit 

from the successful operation of their business.  This grant can be used on façade 

improvements, interior renovations, business equipment and/or technology upgrades.  Grant recipients 

for this year include Macias Enterprises, Brohman Commons/Warehouse 5, The Social Being and Wood-

ward Lumber LLC.   

 

 

 

 PROGRAMS CONTINUED 

MACIAS ENTERPRISES 

BUSINESS GROWTH GRANTEE 

Macias Enterprises, a family-owned business that manages a number of San 

Antonio properties, was awarded a Business Growth Grant from the 

Westside Development Corporation to be used on their West Commerce 

Street property.  Jaime Macias, Property Manager of Macias Enterprises and 

a Westside local, is “seeing a lot of growth and change happening within 

walking distance of our West Commerce Street property — a UTSA campus 

located just across the bridge (and) the new location for the Center for Health Care Services that is just a 

few hundred feet away.” And thanks in part to the recently passed $10 million bond project known as 

“The W Commerce Gateway Project,” Jaime anticipates more change and redevelopment of this corri-

dor.  To take advantage of this growth, Macias Enterprises has plans to refurbish and redevelop their 

current properties for future uses.  Potential uses include a meeting area, food court, coffee house or 

office space.  As the company finalizes development plans, Jaime says that “working with the Westside 

Development Corporation has been absolutely wonderful.  They are a great resource for aspiring small 

businesses or entrepreneurs and I would recommend them to anyone.”  In 

time, as work begins on the W Commerce Gateway Project, there will more 

community involvement and growth opportunities as this area is returned to 

its’ former glory as a major commercial corridor linking the Westside to down-

town San Antonio.   

MACIAS  

ENTERPRISES 

https://thesocialbeing.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB8Oe7m-vWAhWnhlQKHYGaBRgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.1millioncups.com%2Fsanantonio%2Fpresentations%2Fwoodward-lumber-10615&psig=AOvVaw08851HCh8o-DSTbnqB6rxh&ust=
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1510+W+Commerce+St,+San+Antonio,+TX+78207/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x865c5f348179d3db:0xfa7fe748a3ae797c?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiKhKrinvjWAhUU5GMKHbmZBQgQ8gEIJTAA


 PROGRAMS CONTINUED 

WAREHOUSE 5 

BUSINESS GROWTH GRANTEE 
 

Thanks to Jennifer Naeger, 

Warehouse 5, a former uniform 

factory, has been restored and 

renovated into a community of 

rental loft spaces for creative 

people.  Ranging from artisans 

and entrepreneurs to 

craftsman, the occupants not only work in proximity to one 

another but provide advice and give moral support.   Jennifer, a 

self-employed entrepreneur and “den mother” to many of the 

Warehouse 5 business owners, was one of the Westside 

Development Corporation's Business Growth Grantees.  
 

Warehouse 5, which sits on a creek, is an older building with incredible 

interior brick walls, high ceilings, lavish amounts of natural light and a 

spectacular view of downtown. The building was starting to deteriorate 

and this grant allowed Jennifer to preserve the building's natural 

structural integrity, while also updating the security software and systems 

including a walk-up, buzz-in system.  “Maintaining the integrity of such a 

beautiful old building has become a labor of love, encouraged by all those 

around who see it being constantly improved and cared for," Jennifer says, 

adding that she's gratified by "neighbors who stop and say they love the 

work we’ve done and thank me."  
 

A strong proponent of the WDC, she says she has "seen that the 

same spirit that drives us here at Warehouse 5 is the same heart 

and soul of WDC.  They truly are here to do whatever it takes to 

help a small business springboard to the next level...I am awed at 

the lengths they will go to, to provide any business whatever tools 

they need, to not only meet the current goals of that business, but 

to exceed these goals and springboard them to a whole new 

level.” Jennifer has multiple Westside projects in the works and she 

looks forward to partnering with WDC on many of them.  



The following is an overview of the City of San Antonio’s Westside Development Corporation’s  
income and expenses for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2017. 
 

Total Support & Revenue   $ 545,823 
 

Program Expenses    $   70,296 
Fundraising Expenses    $   52,266 
Management and General Expenses  $ 470,306 
Total Expenses    $ 592,868 
 

Total Assets     $ 704,250 
 

Total Liabilities    $   22,182 
Total Net Assets    $ 682,068 
Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $ 704,250 

Thank you all for your generous support! 

 

 

Alamo College WETC  

Alternivest Inv. & Dev.  

AXA Advisor  

BB&T Branch Banking and Trust  

Broadway National Bank  

Central Electric  

COSA: Center City Development 

& Operations  

Congregation of Divine  

Providence  

Crockett National Bank  

Davidson, Troilo, Ream & Garza  

Donalyn A Collier / Chad T Collier 

 

 

 

 

 

Hill Country Bakery, LLC  

Jaime Macias  

Jefferson Bank  

Kevin McCollom  

Leonard Rodriguez  

Lift Fund  

Lopez Print & Marketing  

Louis Escareno  

M&M Weatherization Co.  

Madonna Neighborhood Centers  

Our Lady of the Lake University  

Person, Whitworth, Borchers & 

Morales LLP  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Port Authority of San Antonio  

SCORE  

Silver Eagle Distributors  

St. John Bosco/Kara Cisneros-

Flores  

St. Mary’s University 

Teresa Rodriguez  

The NRP Group, LC 

University Health System  

University of Texas at San  

Antonio 

Westside Family YMCA  

Zaviya Inc.  
 

 

2016-2017 SPONSORS  



Thank you for your generous  

support to help serve these small businesses! 

2016-2017 SMALL BUSINESS GRANT SUPPORT 
 
 

Art Forrest 

Element Kombucha 

In The Weeds 

La Printeria 

Photo Happy SA 

Samurai Teek Designs 

Smart Tortillas 
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Amy’s Ice Cream 

Alamo Colleges WETC 

Alexander Aleman 

Alternivest Investment & Development 

Art Forrest 

AXA Advisors 

BB&T Branch Banking and Trust 

Bear Audio/Visual, LLC. 

Blanca Trevino Beauty Salon & Spa 

Bombasta 

Branch Banking & Trust Co. 

Broadway National Bank 

Carolyn Eastman Cazares 

Central Electric 

COSA—Center City  

Development & Operations 

Cleto Rodriguez 

Congregation of Divine Providence 

Crockett National Bank 

Crystal River Inn 

Davidson, Troilo, Ream & Garza 

Donalyn A Collier / Chad T Collier  

Edgewood District Veterans Association 

Element Kombucha 

Eliza Zane 

Garcia Glass Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Back Auctions 

Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center 

Hasslocher Enterprises 

Hill Country Bakery, LLC 

In The Weeds 

Illusions Rentals and Designs 

Jaime Macias, West Commerce Business Alliance 

James Avery Jewelry 

Janie Barrera 

Jefferson Bank 

Jocelyn Van Coney 

Joe and Chris Alderete 

Joseph Carreon 

Kellan Restaurant Management 

Kendra Scott 

Kevin McCollom 

La Printeria 

Leonard Rodriguez 

LiftFund 

Lionel and Kathy Sosa 

Lopez Print & Marketing 

Louis Escareno 

Madonna Neighborhood Centers 

Mac Rattan 

Medlars Jewelry 

Morgan’s Wonderland 

 

THANK YOU  

FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

  2016-2017 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Chocolatier 

M&M Weatherization 

Natural Bridge Caverns 

NRP Group, LLC 

Our Lady of the Lake University 

Paesanos 1604 

Person, Whitworth, Borchers & Morales LLP 

Photo Happy SA 

Port Authority of San Antonio 

Real Ale Brewing Co. 

Roy Terracina 

Samurai Teek Designs 

San Antonio Mission Baseball Club 

San Antonio Panic Room 

San Antonio SCORE 

San Antonio Shoemakers 

Silver Eagle Distributors 

Smart Tortillas 

Sosa Art Galleries 

Silver Eagle Distributors 

Spurs Sports & Entertainment 

St. John Bosco School/Kara Cisneros-Flores 

St. Mary’s University 

St. Mary’s University Alumni Association 

Tejas Premier Building Contractor 

 

 

 

 

         Teresa Rodriguez 

The Home Accessory Company 

The Majik Theater 

The Original Blanco Café 

The Rose Boutique 

True Flavors 

University Health System 

University of Texas at San Antonio 

Westside Family YMCA 

Westside Pews 

Whole Earth Provisions 

 Zaviya Solutions Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU CONTINUED  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiRndrutqHaAhXJ6IMKHYmuBEUQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fallevents.in%2Fsan%2520antonio%2F2017-westside-honors-gala%2F139855379870326&psig=AOvVaw0G8SQiPHNUBvu-MKLj
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgxbzLvqHaAhWJxYMKHSWaA7oQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestsidedevcorp.com%2Fwestside-honors-gala-2018%2F&psig=AOvVaw1Glrzuwxd8IdGLxRjbPUAv&ust=1522961152684182


MISSION 

The mission of the Westside Development Corporation (WDC) is to foster  

economic development, promote the development and redevelopment of real estate within its target 

area, create viable urban communities, and preserve the character, culture and history of the Westside. 

VISION 

 A vibrant Westside community where people want to live, work, and visit.  

   630 S.W. 41st Street 

  Mailing: Post Office Box 37569 

  San Antonio, TX 78237 

  (210) 501-0192 

  (210) 501-0342 fax 

  www.westsidedevcorp.com     

  www.twitter.com/WestsideDevCorp    

  www.facebook.com/WestsideDevCorp  

  www.instagram.com/wdcsa 

2016-2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Joseph A. Carreon, HOLT Cat, Chairman 

Mark Hernandez, True Flavors, Vice Chair 

Dan Yoxall, Our Lady of the Lake University, Treasurer 

Theresa De La Haya, University Health Systems, Secretary 

Janie Barrera, President & CEO LiftFund 

Dr. Emilio Castro, Edgewood ISD 

Hazel Davis, Jefferson Bank 

Lauro De Leon, District 6 Resident 

Meghan Legacy, Christian Hope Resource Center 

Christopher Martinez, Central Electric 

Stephen J. O’Donnell, Hill Country Bakery 

Donald Mac Rattan, M&M Weatherization 

Jordan Vexler, Monterrey Iron and Metal 

Dr. Jesse T. Zapata, University of TX at San Antonio 

2016-2017 STAFF 
 

Leonard B. Rodriguez,  

President and CEO 

Jocelyn Van Coney 

Chief Operating Officer 

Dawn M. Hanson 

Development & Outreach Manager 

Mario Chalico 

Office Manager 

Samantha Foltz 

WDC Fellow 

 

 


