47

ALAMO
COLLEGES

"G T

Senator José Menéndez WESTSIDE
District 26 DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

-

Dare to Dream. Prepare to Lead.”

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 15, 2016

Media Contact:

Leslie Komet Ausburn

Komet Marketing Communications
210.326.8992
leslie@kometcommunications.com

Westside Stakeholders Announce New Collaborative Agreement
Focused on Increasing Educational and Employment Opportunities

(San Antonio, TX) - Alamo Colleges, Edgewood ISD, the City of San Antonio, State Senator José
Menéndez, and the Westside Development Corporation (WDC) will host a press conference at the
Westside Education & Training Center (WETC), 563 SW 40th St., on Tuesday, February 16 at 11:30
a.m. to announce the signing of a first of its kind 10-year memorandum of understanding (MOU)
focused on greatly enhancing academic and job training programs on the Westside.

The partnership is seen as a major step forward in increasing the educational opportunities for
Westside residents, and in turn, spurring job growth and economic development. As part of the
MOU, the WDC has relocated its offices to the WETC campus and will work with the collaborative
partners to develop a strategy to fund future development at WETC.

“The Westside Training Center partnership is helping to create the San Antonio of tomorrow,” said
Mayor lvy R. Taylor. “As we train residents for skilled positions in well-paying careers, we empower
the community and develop human capital.”

The City of San Antonio has provided more than $970,000 in funding support since 2006, including a
$500,000 for facility improvements. Part of the new plan calls for additional capital improvements
of the existing facilities to address Americans with Disability Act (ADA) code compliance items.
These improvements will be funded by a $500,000 contribution from the City of San Antonio, more
than $87,000 from Alamo Colleges, and $300,000 from the State of Texas.

"The $8.9 million we were able to secure in the state budget for Alamo colleges was a crucial
investment for San Antonio,” said Senator José Menéndez. “The Westside Training and Education
Center (WETC) will receive $300,000 to make strategic upgrades to their center and make it ADA
accessible. This is especially important for our veterans and adults looking for a better job who
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often find a pathway to employment after taking classes at WETC. I'm proud that were we able to
allocate money in the state budget to grow WETC and better serve our community."

Since WETC was established at a former Edgewood elementary school 10 years ago, enrollment has
far exceeded expectations with more than 12,000 students enrolling in occupational and technical
training programs provided by Alamo Colleges since 2006.

“The Westside Education and Training Center exemplifies both our mission, ‘empowering our
diverse communities for success,” and one of our most important values, being community-
engaged,” said Alamo Colleges Chancellor Dr. Bruce Leslie. “We are gratified to see how the
Westside community has embraced the center and our efforts to improve lives through the power
of education and skills training.”

“The Edgewood ISD School Board is excited to have finalized the Memorandum of Understanding
creating this innovative partnership between Edgewood and Alamo Colleges,” said Dr. Eddie
Rodriguez, Edgewood ISD Board President. “This continued and renewed alliance with Alamo
Colleges will provide not only our community, but our current and future students, with additional
educational learning experiences for stronger and brighter futures. It is evident through this
continued partnership, that great things are possible when people work together for the benefit of
students. We are appreciative to everyone involved in making this happen.”

“San Antonio is one of the few major U.S. cities in the position to compete globally for high-paying
and technologically advanced jobs,” said Councilman Ray Lopez. “This strategic partnership between
Westside stakeholders will not only strengthen San Antonio’s workforce, it will also ensure we are
at the top of the list when companies identify a city to locate their operations and bring new jobs.”

“This is a great marriage and victory for the Edgewood community,” said Chris Martinez, Board
Chair for the Westside Development Corporation. “Today, the economic development efforts of the
City and the Westside Development Corporation are partnered with Alamo Colleges’ workforce
training programs and services. The integration of these organizations at WETC will maximize
resources, relationship and opportunities for all the Westside.”

About the Partners:

Alamo Colleges

At the Alamo Colleges, high quality education and low costs provide exceptional value to students
and alumni who are major contributors to the economy and culture of our community. For more
information, go to alamo.edu.
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Edgewood ISD

Established in 1950, Edgewood Independent School District traces its roots all the way back to 1906,
when Emma Frey began teaching family and friends in a one-room schoolhouse. Today, the district
covers 16 square miles west of downtown San Antonio, and is proud to provide students with a
solid foundation with a world-class education. Read more about Edgewood ISD at www.eisd.net

Westside Development Corporation

The Westside Development Corporation is a City of San Antonio delegate agency, non-profit
organization and Local Government Corporation responsible for attracting new business and
assisting existing business in the Westside of San Antonio. The organization has been responsible for
fostering economic development, promoting the development and redevelopment of real estate,
creating viable urban communities, and preserving the character, culture and history of San
Antonio's Westside. For more information, about the WDC please visit WestsideDevCorp.com. For
more information about San Antonio's Westside, "Like" us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Westside-Development-Corporation/ or follow us on Twitter
@westsidedevcorp.

One San Antonio

Diverse, internationally connected and globally competitive, San Antonio has a vibrant culture and
economy and is consistently ranked among the fastest-growing cities in the United States. America’s
seventh-largest city offers opportunities in industries ranging from bioscience, financial services,
aerospace, cybersecurity, energy and transportation manufacturing to healthcare. We are “Military
City USA,” home to crucial military commands supported by a patriotic citizenry. We welcome 31
million visitors annually who inject 513.4 billion annually into our economy, and UNESCO recently
designated the city’s Spanish colonial missions as a World Heritage Site. Celebrating its 300th
anniversary in 2018, San Antonio is a city with a storied past and an even brighter future. For more
information, visit www.sanantonio.qgov.
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